
The Piracy and Brazil  
 
The piracy off the coast of Somalia began in the 1990s, coinciding with the onset of 
the civil war in that country. With chaos installed in government and loss of control 
over the country, illegal acts, including piracy, proliferated in Somali waters.  
 
This criminal activity has evolved rapidly from an action of armed fishermen  to 
armed gangs and eventually to highly profitable criminal organizations. The piracy 
earned about US$ 8 billion in 2010 and should reach  US$ 15 billion by 2015. The 
crime at sea has become a very profitable business, involving groups who finance, 
plan, organize and execute actions against maritime traffic.  
 
The action of these  thugs have submitted ship owners and seafarers on extreme 
risks. The current situation presents more than 800 seafarers held hostage by 
pirates, with ransoms ranging from $ 10 million per vessel.  
 
The financial costs of these delinquencies went beyond the ship owners sphere, as 
they cause an increase in the values of insurance and fuel consumption, due to 
alteration of routes and increase in speed. As a consequence, these new charges 
raise the freight, which in the end, will be transferred to the product delivered to the 
consumer. In addition to this, other losses, not least important, will be perceived 
within a slightly larger term, such as increased pollution, also due to the increased 
fuel consumption, and decreased of maritime profession, due to the high risk the   
seafarers are exposed. 
 
The international response was slow to happen. The first major operation - 
"Operation Atlanta”, coordinated by NATO, was mounted in 2008, with the 
employment of more than 20 warships. With the increasing piracy, the first 
guidelines were created to prevent the actions of the pirates. Among other 
measures, the ships have changed their routes and increased their speed when 
passing through areas known to be infested by criminals. Without great results, it 
was created in 2009, the Task Force 151, now with the participation of the United 
States and with over 50 ships. The pirates responded with the use of mother ships 
and began to operate too far from the coast, expanding significantly its coverage 
area, leading to the necessity of using of greater value defense.  
 
Some owners, verifying, if not the failure, but only a partial success of the Task 
Force protection, began to employ armed guards on board. This position is 
considered extreme by some, has been at this time, discussed in the International 
Maritime Organization. India and Liberia are already allowing armed security 
guards, leaving its employment at the discretion of the ship's captain. Some 
specialized companies are already moving in the international maritime community  
offering their services.  
 
However, new difficulties arise. The laws of some countries, including Brazil, does 
not allow the use of weapons on board merchant vessels. The legal framework of 



many countries, like Brazil, does not include the crime of piracy, as envisaged in 
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. This way, many measures, that could  
be taken, even complementary, find themselves prevented by law.  
 
Thus, we verify that piracy, which had its beginnings in the Gulf of Aden and off the 
coast of Somalia, extended by the Indian Ocean, and now begins to head toward 
southern Africa Continent, reaching the shores of Mozambique. The military action 
in the Indian Ocean dispersed part of the pirates, who came to seek its victims in 
less protected waters to the south. The risks of these violent actions extend 
beyond the Indian Ocean is no longer a hypothesis.  The piracy is out of control 
and in danger of spreading, warn experts in matter. South Africa has already 
voiced its concerns. The expansion of the action area and the risk of the piracy 
reach the South Atlantic is not a mere exercise in futurology, but a possibility that 
must be taken seriously.  
 
Seafarers refuse to board ships, to find that their destinies invariably will lead them 
to encounter pirates. Seafarers' trade unions are threatening to boycott certain 
trade routes, and the International Chamber of Shipping is already thinking about 
armed security aboard, contradicting his longstanding position.  
 
What should the Brazilian position: either accept the possibility of having an armed 
guard on board ships flying its flag, if and when needed? Accept the entry into 
Brazilian territorial sea of ships of other flags with armed guards on board? Should 
we expect the arrival of organized piracy to Brazilian waters to start a process of 
reaction, or should we discuss it like an real fact, join now, to international 
organizations and participate in the actions already in progress?  
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